
                            
 

 

 

Paint in the style of Cezanne 

Workshop created by Paul Oakley 

 

French artist Paul Cezanne (1839 – 1906)  

painted at the end of the Impressionist period 

and is well known for his paintings of fruit and 

kitchenware. The picture to the right is taken 

from his painting ‘Still life, pitcher and fruit’ 

(1894) and this is the artistic style we are 

recreating.  

 

 

Cezanne is known for his use of blocks of colour 

and also note his use of a line around each of the 

elements within the still life (known as a bridging 

line). Create your own still life painting using 

similar objects to Cezanne. This could be 

different types of fruit, a plate and jug – or 

anything else similar which you have to hand and 

would like to try painting.  

 

 

 

 

 

This picture is a still life arrangement created using apples, clementine an old jug 

and a bottle of wine, but please don’t feel any need to copy this, you can be as 

imaginative and creative as you like!  



 

Draw the composition with a pencil.  Make sure it fills the paper. Then mix brown 

with blue and make a dark colour to outline the elements of your composition 

and include the shadows. 

 

Use blocks of light blues, greens and cream to paint the background (keeping it 

looking rough) and then a mixture of browns for the table. Then draw in the 

areas where you want different colours on your fruit or tableware. This means 

we can get the ‘Cezanne’ style of painting.  

 

Paint in the different blocks of colour. I think that Cezanne often used an enamel 

plate, which is bluey/white. To get this look first paint the plate blue and let the 

paint dry.  

 

 



 

 

Once the blue paint is dry, paint white paint on top (letting the blue show 

through a little). Then add some highlights and tidy up the lines and shadows – 

but don’t make them too tidy! 

 

When you’ve finished step back and look at your work from across the room.  

We would love to see what you come up with. Good luck! 

 

 

 
 


